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the terror of the world, now fall prostrate
before the House of Bourbon? It is impos-
sible! In God's name, if it is absolutely nec-
essary to declare either for peace or war, and
if peace can not be preserved with honor,
why is not war commenced without hesitation?
I am not, I confess, well informed of the
resources of this kingdom, but I trust it has
still sufficient to maintain its just rights tho
I know them not. Any state, my lords, is
better than despair. Let us at least make one
effort; and if we must fall, let us fall like
men.'' The duke replied, and Chatham made
an eager effort to rise that he might speak
further; but in vain, his voice was never
more to be heard in that senate which it had
so often dignified and delighted. He stag-
gered, laid his hand upon his bosom, fainted,
and was caught in the arms of the lords who
sat near him and sprang to his assistance.
They carried him into an adjoining room,
and the House immediately adjourned. Med-
ical assistance being procured, he was con-
veyed to his villa at Hayes, in Kent, wher^
he lingered only till the following llth of
May, and then died, in the seventieth year of
his age.
The circumstances of his death, combined
with the general character of his life, render
that event peculiarly impressive. News of it
being conveyed to London by express, Colonel
Barre reported the intelligence to Parliament,
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